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Mifcelancorum capy*£i & y quaratione ftexus contrarii curvarum ex 
Tangentibm invenianttfr , oftendi. Eadem ratione reperitur ejuo^ns 
ftsntjjlj hb)tf, tltvoCAt Pappus, & mult* alia % qa<t ft explicare veU 
lent) liber mihi fcribendpts effet. Nam & in Phyfico-mathewaticis Vfits 
quoqug huJHS RegnU epinione major eft : Licet enimfalfum fit Axioma , 
Naturara agere per Hneam breviffimarn ; verijjimum t amen eft \Viam 
fequi determinatam % &, ubi nullam invenit, agere aofi'jw;. De ana 
alt is plura, ft tanti Tibi vifumfnerit : jam enim epiftoU madam exeejj: ', 
as vereor , ne , dum obfcttritatem vitare fat ago , in prolixitatem inctderim. 
Addo tantttm, me Regula met, Demonftrationem * habere facilem, & 
cjH£ folis conftet ' Lemmatibus^ qmdmirum Tibifortajfe videbitur. Van. 
DabmLzodlid. 17. Januar. CJDIDCLXXIII. 

*Non dubitsmus, quin rogam 
siofiro Jlluftris & Candid us hie 
Author Deraor.ftranor.em hie in- 
digitatam Nobis etiam brevi fit 
cornmunicaturus. 

An Accompt tf fome Books. 

I. A Difcourfe concerning the Origin and Properties of fVlND^&c. By 
R. Bohun Fellow of N.Coll. inOxtn. Printed at Oxford 167 1. 
in 8". 



'"I"* He Indufmous Author of this Difcourfe, having confider'd 
J, * with himfelf, how little Progrefs had been made, as in ge- 
neral, in the Hiftory of Nacure, fo, in particular, concerning 
the Hiftory of«^W.r,till our Voyages to the Eaft and Weft- Indies, 
and the great advancement of Navigation in this and the prece- 
dent Age, furniih't us with fo many new Difcovcries and Im- 
provements in ail Natural knowledge, efpeciaiiy in the Motions 
of the WzW.r and Seas, that we muft acknowledge the Infufficien-' 
cy of the Theories received from the Schools of the Antients •; 
having, I fay, confidered this, and withali met with frequent 
opportunities of converfing with the moft Experienced of our 
Sea- Captains, giving him good information of the Courfeof the 
Trade -winds, the Indian Mor.zocns , the feveral forts of Brifes in 
the African and American Climates, Unrncans, and other tem- 
pei'tuous Winds : Endeavoureth in this Difcourfe to give a fuller 
Accomptof this Subject than former Writers have done, pro- 
ceeding therein, as he afiureth the Reader, with great caution, 
in feldom making ufe of any Account of Voyagers, but when fe- 
veral Relations did agree in the fame Particulars., or when he 
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found the Relators to beperfonsof un.-mfpe&ed Integri- 
ty; Occafiooally adding diverfe Philofophical Refle&t.. 
ons, in which he adhereth not to any one Hjpothejts, but 
maketh ufe of feveral, as they to him feem to ierve beft for 
the Explication of the prefent Vhanomtna. 

1. Then, he difcourfeth of the Opinions of the Anti- 
ents, and corapareth with them the Placits of the Mo* 
derns, considering Wind to be a Senfible Motion or Pro- 
trufion of the Air, 

2. Heexaminsthe Local Origins of Wind, and compri- 
feth them under Three general Heads i as generated 1. In 
the Lower Region, by the Dilatation of Vapours or Air^by 
a furcharge of the Atmofphere 5 by the Preffure of Clouds, 
or the Elaftical power of the Air. 2» From the Earth or 
Seas, as from Submarine or Sub-terraneal Eruptions; 
where he gives divers Hiftorical Inftances of Winds break- 
ing from under the Earth or Sea, and particularly of the 
famous Mafearetsia the River of Uordogne t and the fudden 
Tumors in the Lake of Geneva. 5* By Defcenfton from the 
Midle Region j where he makes their Gravity to be the 
Gaufe of their Defcenf, not their Repulfefrom the Anti~ 
periftajis of Contraries. 

3. He ventures to explicate the Fluxes and Refluxes of 
the Air and Winds, and their Motions to feveral Quarters, 
and that, by the moft Violent Impulfe made that way 
where they find the medium moft yielding, and fitteft to 
propagate their motions. 

4. He gives the reafon, why fome winds blow with 
greater violence than others ; obfervingjthat thofe which 
are neareft their Local Origins blow hardeft, efpecially i uch 
as are re-inform'd by other auxiliary vapors as they 
pafs. 

5. Heconfiders the EJJential Attribute ©f Winds to be 
their Tranfverfe Motion , and inquires into the various 
Caufesofthefame; difcourfing wichail of the other Se. 
tondary AfFe&ions of Winds ; as their "Undulation , s\eper- 
enjfton from -Promontories t Oppofition^ &c> Where he 
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endeavors to explain, how it comes to pafsjthat one Wind 
blows on the Top of a Mountain, and a quite com -ry in 
the Vally below j and why in the main Sea, Winds keep 
the fame Quarter a loog time , but near mountainous 
Iilands or Shoars they whiffle up and down, and (hift from 
one point of the Compafs to another} Obferving alfo,thac 
fometimes Contrary wiods do rencounter together, and 
that by their ballancing one another a Calme enfueth. 

6. He treats of the Matter of Winds, their Limits and 
Extent, and the mqft Windy Seafons ; giving an account, 
why they blow more in Spring and Autumn, than at other 
times* 

7* He proceeds to the Hiftoryof the General or Trade- 
mind, alledging the Caufes why it blows constantly 
from the Eajterly points, and imitates the Gourfe of the 
Sun : Inftru&ing us withall, where it is to be expected on 
this fide of the Tropique ; as alfo of the Variation thereof 
in feverd Longitudes, and the Caufe of the blowing of the 
Wejitrly winds xvithmt the Tropiques* 

8. He treats of Provincial winds, fuch as wander not far 
from their native fountains,and terrflinat in thofe Regions 
that gave them birth. 

9. He gives the Hiftory of the Land and SeamBrifet ; 
when they come in, or ceafe,in the Straight^ on the Coafts 
of Guiny, and the Eajt &ad Weft - Indies 5 and what Acci- 
dents haften or retard their approach, 

10. Hedifcourfesofthe^»n*'f«r/«ryH^»^/; their feve- 
ral fpecies, and particularly thofe in the way to the Eaft* 
Indies 5 called the Monfoons : How many months they con- 
tinue the fame Courfe on the Goaft ofjfriaue and India j 
together with the Changing and Breaking up of the Mm* 
foons, and the danger there is then at Sea when they do 
fo. 

11. He examins the Qualities of Winds, derived from 
their Conftituent Parts, or the Medium they pafs through. 
Where he defcends to the Gonfideratien of the Properties 
of Eaflerly, Southerly 3 Wejterly and Nor^-winds* inferting 
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divers reoiarquable Obfervations coriCerning them, and 
givinga Caution withall,to beafed in Judging of the Qua- 
lities of Winds. Here alfo come in his remarques concern- 
ing Het and CoU Winds, and the examination of their 
Caufes} concluding this Head not only with obferving 
fome Vnufual Qualities of Wind,an ^the different odd Im- 
preffions they make upon other Bodies , but alfo 
delivering fome propofals, for a more accurate Difcove* 
ry of the Nature and Qualities of Winds, in relation to 
Navigation, Ar£hiteeture 5 and feveral Trades and Mecha- 
nical Arts. 

12. He inquires into the Prognojlickj of Winds,from the 
different Appearances of the- Celeftial Bodies, from the 
Roaring of the Sea, the Refounding of Echo's, the pecu- 
liar Actions or Paffions of fome Living creatures, &c. 

13. He fubjoins an Hiftorical account concerning WhirU 
winds in general., and Tornado/, HurrieantyZtid other Ten> 
peftuous Winds * concerning which he delivers feveral 
uncommon and very remarkable Relations. 

As to the whole matter, He isv/ell aware, that it Will 
fee hard to lay down any perfect Theory of Winds , in re= 
gard that the great Inequalities in the Superficies of the 
Earth j the feveral Obftacles and Repercujfioru from moun* 
tains ; the different Situations of the places and Mediumt 
in which they blow 5 the Diftance of thofe Countries from 
the Poles of the World 5 their RefpeBs to the Gourfe of the 
-Sun, whether they comply with, or refift, the Natural 
Motion of the Air from Eaft to Weft, &C5 have many in> 
tricare and nice fpeculations, not eafie to be ftated. 

II. Deux Machines proprej a fair e les Quadrans 3 avec tres* 
grandefaciltte'-, park P* Ign2ce Gafton Pardies S. J. A 
Paris i6y%, in i2 c . 

THe Learned Author,ProfeiTor of the M2thematfques 
in the Parifian College of Clermont, having found^ 
that the difficulty, met with in the PtaUick^ of Pyalling^nd 

in 



, ( 5I$I ) 

in that tedious train of divers operations that are to be 
made in following the common method, generally taketh 
away the pleafure that would be in the exercife of a work 
ihatelfeisfo curious and ufeful 3 is cf cpmion,that thofe 
laventions will be much efteem'd , that fliali make this 
pra&ife eafie. And in order thereto, he defcribes and ex- 
plains in this Tract two Engines^ which to him feem very 
proper for that purpofe 5 forafmuch as he finds.that by the 
means of them a man tnaylear»in lefs than an hour the 
way of making all forts of Dyals 3 and may prsctife what he 
has learnt,as 'twere by playing, drawing them upen Walls 
and in his Chamber with the greatefi: facility. 

He adds,that we are not to imagine,that the Ufe of thefe 
Inftrumentsisbutfucha Mechanical Operation, where a 
man works blind-fold,not knowing what he doth ; And he 
declares, that 5 as to Operation, thofe Pradtlfes that are fim- 
pleft and fureft are to be held the belt and the moft geo-- 
mctrical $ and he Is of opioion 5 that fcarce any thing can be 
done with lefs trouble or with more certainty than by 
means of thefe Machines. Butthen.ifthequeftionbe, to 
learn ihzTbeory of Dyalling, he believes not ; that it can be 
better done than by the Ufe of thefe very Engics 5 wherein 
he affirms that the Learner may eafily be made to under* 
ftand the Reafon of all the Operations,the RefpecT: of the 
Horary lines to the Courfe of the Sun, the Se&ion; which 
the Arches of the Signs do make 5 and. in a word, the whole 
Science Gnomonique. 

The Defcription and Explication of thefe Inftrumtnrsi 
doth fo much depend upon the view of the Schemes, em- 
ployed therein,that it cannot be well made without them,* 
Which makethus refer the Gurious Reader to the Tra<ft it 
felf,now come over, wherein the iicceffavy Schemes are an- 
nexed to the Difcourfe. 
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